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Carry The Folly Current out of town, snap a photo, email it to  

us (or snail mail it), and receive a FREE slice of pizza. If you’re 

wearing a Woody’s T-shirt in the photo, receive a whole pizza!

email photos to editor@follycurrent.com or mail to:

Folly Current at P.O. Box 597 • Folly Beach, SC 29439
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Every month The Lost Dog will be hidden somewhere 
in the paper. Be the first to spot him and win a 

$20 gift certificate from The Lost Dog Cafe. 
You must post his location on our Facebook page.

Congratulations to last month’s winners were  
Vick Crawley & Renee Wagner. 

The Lost Dog Café is located at 106 W. Huron Ave. 
For more info, call (843) 588-9669 or visit www.lostdogfollybeach.com 

facebook.com/follycurrent

FIND THE 

* Cannot win in
consecutive months

Robert and Sarah Manco in Venice, Italy

Tony and Elise Rufino at NRG Stadium in Houston, Texas

David Giotta, Rachel Kalisperis 

and granddaughter Lydia 

in Avon-By-The -Sea, New Jersey

Ashlie Snyder in Las Vegas, Nevada

Mark & Lisa Chandler 

in Playa Mujeres, Mexico
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DUNE BUG
Hi there, I’m Dune Bug! I’m an 
exuberant boy who is excited to 
find my forever home! I’ve got 
plenty of enthusiasm for just about 
everything- from playing to training, 
and I would love a family that can 
match it! I can be selective with my 
dog friends, but a meet and greet 
between me and any other pups in 
the house will help us see if we 
will be a good fit . Please ask a staff 
member for assistance if you would 
like to meet me!

CURRY
Hey, my name’s Curry, and I’m spicy 
just like my name! I’m a very shy 
boy, and a bit of an escape artist, 
but I am still very sweet and crave 
affection . I am looking for a calm 
home, and new human friends that 
will go slow with me and give me 
plenty of time to adjust and come 
out of my shell . Are you my perfect 
match? Let’s set up a meet and 
greet today!

PETS 
OF THE 

MONTH

Pet Helpers Adoption Center  
& Spay Neuter Clinic 

1447 Folly Road •  Charleston, SC
795-1110 • www.pethelpers.org

F
olly Beach Exchange Club president 
John Merritt never met his grandfather. 
But he feels his presence every time 
he walks into the club’s old cinderblock 

building (aka The Hut) on West Indian Avenue. 
“Sometimes after an event. After we grill 

dogs or whatever, I’ll come back here when 
everything is quiet. I’ll sit down and it just 
kind of hits me,” says Merritt, who now holds 
the position that his father’s father, Hugh 
Merritt, held back in 1976-1977. Almost 45 
years later, John is now the president of the 
Folly Beach chapter of the Exchange Club, 
the oldest service organization in the United 
States. Merritt’s grandmother was also an 
“Exchangite” as was his father.

The Folly Beach Exchange Club literally 
has dozens events and service projects every 
year that they contribute to, ranging from 
putting out flags for July 4th, Memorial Day, 
Veteran’s Day, Patriot’s Day, and Labor Day to 
volunteering for local charity events, hosting 
barbecue fundraisers, and issuing awards to 
public safety workers and scholarships and 
school supplies to students.

Community Service is a tradition in Merritt’s 
family. A legacy that the younger Merritt has 
inherited and something that resonates. “I 
feel like my grandfather kind of built a path 
that I’m hopefully following,” he says. Hugh 
Merritt, ran the A&M Market on Folly Beach, 
located where St. James Gate is now. And 
in addition to serving as president of the 
Exchange Club, he also served as president 
of the Rotary Club, and Treasurer of the Civic 
Club. 

Merritt is doing his best giving back to his 
community the same way his grandfather did. 
In addition to serving as the Exchange Club 
president, he has also spent six years on the 
Folly Beach Planning Commission, volunteers 
for the Folly Green Team, is a member of Our 
Lady of Good Council’s Mens Club, and is 
involved with the Folly Beach Civic Club, as 
well as helping out with other Folly activities 
throughout the year. Merritt has even twice 
run for City Council, once in 2014 and again in 

2016. While unsuccessful in both attempts, he 
doesn’t rule out a future stab at local politics. 

“Never say never,” says Merritt, who has 
quite enough on his plate at the moment.  But 
he wouldn’t have it any other way. 

“Sure, I like to have fun. Everyone likes to 
have fun. But this is something that I want to 
do and enjoy doing in my spare time,” he says. 
“You know how some people feel bad when 
they don’t go to the gym one day? I’d feel like 
that if didn’t do something for others. I just get 
a real satisfaction when I get up and know I’m 
doing something nice for my community.”

On this particular day, Merritt is sifting 
through the piles of items that will be part 
of the Exchange Club’s annual Yard Sale, 
held on Saturday, March 28th at “The Hut,” 
located at 206 West Indian Ave. Amidst the 
rubble of sale items, Merritt finds one thing 
that is definitely not for sale. It’s a poem his 
grandfather wrote several decades ago. It’s 
been mounted on a slice of a large pine tree 
that fell during a storm, narrowly missing 
The Hut. The poem entitled “The Tree had 
Merritt” humorously recounts the ordeal. 
Merritt treasures the poem and the stories 
that older members still tell him about the 
man he never met, but shares much more 
than a name with.

Not only is public service in his blood, 
but Folly Beach is in Merritt’s blood. Family 
folklore has it that Merritt was conceived at 
Sunset Cay during Hurricane Hugo. Being in 
a military family he moved around a lot as 
a kid. But having deep family ties on Folly 
always made the island home to him. In 2008 
he moved her permanently. Not only did his 
grandparents run an old market on Folly, but 
his great aunt, Ruth Young, was once the 
oldest Folly resident. Merritt says he was very 
close to his aunt and she helped instill his love 
for Folly Beach. But it is his admiration for a 
grandfather whom he never met that pushes 
down a path of community service.

“Recently my dad told me that my 
grandfather would be proud of me. That really 
means a lot,” says Merritt.

Following the Path
FOLLY BEACH EXCHANGE CLUB PRESIDENT JOHN MERRITT  

IS CONTINUING A FAMILY TRADITION OF COMMUNITY SERVICE
by Lorne Chambers | Editor

NEWSNEWS
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Win the best  Zero turn money can buy!
Come test drive a Spartan today!

A Vote
For

A Vote
For

For more information, contact me at (704) 299-0797,
barker_adam@yahoo.com,

or https://m.facebook.com/barker4folly/about.

  Allows property owners to protect themselves 
from extreme weather and sea-level rise without
unreasonable burden.

 Ensures all city-maintained drainage infrastructure
is functioning at full capacity and that we explore
other modernized solutions (e.g., pumping stations)
to mitigate the effects of “sunny day flooding.”

 Addresses “nuisance rentals” or non-owner
occupied single night rentals in our residential
neighborhoods.

Thanks for your support!
Paid for by Adam Barker for City Council 

Ulf Hartwig REALTOR®

38 Center Street - Folly Beach
843.442.2459
ulf@follybeachliving.com
follybeachliving.com

Nobody Sells More Folly Beach

SELLING FOLLY BEACH FOR 20 YEARS!

137 MARSHVIEW 
VILLAS

 
2 BR, 2BA, 1064 sq. ft., Views, 
elevator, gated + amenities! 

$329,000

1565 E. ASHLEY AVE.
 

1 BR + Loft, 1 BA, 900 Sq. ft. 
Updated, oceanfront cottage! 

Views of Ocean + Marsh! 

$795,000

116 E. ERIE AVE.
 

5 BR, 4.5 BA, 3452 Sq. Ft., Views, 
Elevator, Tons of Decks, Finished 

Vacation Rental 

$1,195,000

3 W. 9TH ST.
 

Vacant Lot near beach and marina!  
.95 acres with 4 BR Septic Permit 

$395,000
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Rise and Shine at

Breakfast, Every Weekday, beginning at 8am
Brunch, Saturdays & Sundays, beginning at 8am

Lunch & Dinner, Daily, beginning at 11am

Rita’s Seaside Grille 
2 Center Street, Folly Beach, SC    843-588-2525
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Super Beach Front, 
Super Problems

CITY SUED FOR ‘TAKING’ WATERFRONT LOTS
by Bill Davis | Current Staff Writer

Two oceanfront property-owning brothers 
have filed a “takings” lawsuit against the City 
of Folly Beach that could end up costing the 
city $2.5 million.

Last January, when the city was considering 
a proposed ordinance change meant to limit 
“super” beachfront development, one of the 
brothers fired off a pointed letter to Mayor Tim 
Goodwin.

The letter stated, in part, that this 
“construction ban on our property and 
other similarly situated properties is clearly 
in conflict with existing constitutionally 
protected property rights. It is effectively 
a regulatory taking … The adoption of the 
proposed ordinance will, not may, led [sic] 
promptly to litigation.”

That brother, Mark Braden, should know a 
thing or two about litigation, as he has been a 
lawyer for the Republican National Committee 
for the past decade, and has been involved in 
re-districting lawsuits in other states.

Last year, City Council approved the 
ordinance change, requiring that properties 
like the Bradens’ would have to be merged 
and sold as a single property.

Braden and his brother have since made 

good on their inferred threat, and filed suit 
against the city after the interpretation of the 
ordinance nixed a $1.1 million sale of one of 
their oceanfront properties, 1681-A E. Ashely.

They also own 1681-B E. Ashley, which sits 
in oceanfront of A, but behind a seawall.

Zillow.com currently lists the value of the 
A house, a four-bedroom, six-bath residence 
with 3,600 square-feet of elevated living 
space, at $1.3 million. The property at B, 
with four bedrooms and four baths and 2,200 
square feet, at $1.2 million.

Both are currently for sale, and if the city 
doesn’t prevail in court, there is a chance 
they may have to pay for both of them, or $2.5 
million together.

Lawyers representing both the city and the 
Bradens have argued back and forth over the 
past year on opposite sides of U.S. Supreme 
Court rulings on individual property rights 
versus municipalities’ ability to govern zoning.

Joe Berry, a Columbia-based lawyer 
representing the brothers, says, “the city 
knows what it did is wrong,” and refused 
further comment as the matter is “under 
litigation.”

City attorney Joseph Wilson, on vacation 

in Minnesota with his kids last month, also 
declined to go into the specifics of the 
case. But he did offer some of the City Hall’s 
perspective.

“We have a merger ordinance that is 
common in almost any other municipality 
in the state and country,” he said. “These 
merger ordinances were recently approved 
by the Supreme Court of the United States.”

Wilson said that the city “is confident that 
this does not constitute a taking.” It is his and 
City Hall’s position that the house closer to the 
water is a “super beachfront” house, and that 
they are confident in their legal positions.

He added: “Big picture: the city is doing 
everything they can to further limited 
beachfront development, and this (lawsuit 
and ordinance) is one piece of many efforts.”

Diving into the back-and-forth legal letters, 
it appears that the brothers and their lawyers 
are also incensed that the city was seeking 
to limit the development after the fact, or 
retroactively.

They point out that they bought, owned, “and 
developed separate lots with building permits 
issued by the city, prior to the lot merger 
ordinance.” They also state that by requiring 
property owners of contiguous oceanfront 
properties to merge, it will reduce their value, 
affecting their reasonable expectations of 
profit at resale. 

Mayor Goodwin, who is not one usually to 
mince words, parsed a few out before saying 
he wouldn’t comment further, either.

“It is complicated; I guess we will see how 
a judge uncomplicates it,” he said.

11 Center Street :: 588-0002

Lá fhéile Pádraig sona dhuit!
Happy

St. Patrick’s Day!
from your local Irish Pub

May you live all the days of your life.
– Jonathan Swift

Come discover the 
benefits of CBD,

hemp, herbs, essential 
oils, & crystals!

Lunar Light Botanicals: Hemp Shoppe & Apothecary
113 E. Ashley Ave.   ::  843-633-6610  ::  www.lunarlightbotanicals.com

We
Plant
Power

843-518-1670 
eddieellis333@gmail.com 

 
Paid for by Eddie Ellis for City Council 
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11 Center Street :: 588-0002

Lá fhéile Pádraig sona dhuit!
Happy

St. Patrick’s Day!
from your local Irish Pub

May you live all the days of your life.
– Jonathan Swift

You Are Invited! 
I would love to meet you! 

If you are willing to post a lawn sign, 
please contact me.  

Paid for by Katherine Houghton for City Council.

Katherine Houghton for City Council
Monday, March 16th, between 5:00 PM and 7:00 PM

at Loggerhead’s Beach Grill

Wednesday, March 25th, between 5:00 PM and 7:00 PM
at The Crab Shack

khoughton2259@gmail.com
(781) 254-2302

32-B Center St.  |  633-0234  |  dropindeli.com

For When You Just Can't

Leave the house to Dine in

at Your Favorite DeLi!

*Folly Beach Delivery only 

DELIVERY IS BACK! 

noW hiring

KitChen 
staFF! 
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L
ast month, Bert’s Market, the beloved 
24-hour independently-owned grocery 
store, with colorful characters both 

behind and in front of the cash register, 
celebrated 25 years on Folly Beach.

Located one block from the beach on East 
Ashley Avenue, Bert’s has strictly adhered to 
a “No shirt, No shoes, No problem” attitude 
over its quarter-century existence.

The store’s lovable motto is “We May 
Doze, But We Never Close!” Cashiers at 
Bert’s know regulars by name, and vice 
versa.

Even dogs are welcome at Bert’s and are 
usually given a complimentary treat. Most 
dogs, when they sense they are near the 

store, start pulling on their leashes, eager to 
get inside.

In fact, a couple years ago Folly Current 
owners Lindsey and Lorne Chambers’ 
beloved, elderly, seeing-impaired Jack 
Russell mix slipped out the back gate of their 
home on East Hudson Avenue. Guess were 
he ended up? Bert’s.

Bert’s manager Johnathan Woodham said 
the store’s longevity it a testament to its loyal 
customers. He said that Bert’s has always 
been – and always will be – fueled by Folly’s 
hyper-local community.

“Ninety percent of products sold in our 
store are there because customers asked for 
it – the other 10 percent are things owners 

are passionate about,” Woodham said. Long-
term products include special orders – like 
no-salt potato chips for a customer on a low-
sodium diet. It’s still stocked today.

The well-appointed store carries Folly 
Beach-specific basics, like surf wax, bait, 
and guitar strings, along with grocery 
staples, paper products and over-the-counter 
medicine. Everything’s for sale, no matter the 
time of day or night.

Coffee, cappuccino and hot chocolate is 
always free or donation-based. That’s so 
those who can’t afford a cup can still enjoy 
a hot beverage.

A long-time employee who works the night 
shift, known as “Ms. Leigh” is a smiling face 

Buy Local, Finance Local 
with a Folly resident! 

Tracy Searson Causby 
Vice President, Mortgage Loan Officer 

NMLS #452989

O: (843) 958-1045
C: (843) 224-9248

tsearson@banksc.com 
Proud to 

serve as the 
2020 President 

of 

32 Center Street
843-588-7380

B I N G OB I N G O
B I N G O

MONDAY 
Bingo 7pm

$6 Burgers 4-10pm

Tuesday 
Free Spaghetti 7pm

Open Mic 9pm
$2.50 House Liquor 
$2.50 Select Draft 

Wednesday 
Mike Martin Band

Thursday 
Ladies Night Karaoke 

$3 White Claw 

Friday 
Live Music 

Friday 
Saturday 
and Sunday 

Mama Flo's Breakfast 
8-11am

Live Music 

REFLECTING ON A QUARTER CENTURY OF BEING PATRONIZED BY 
FREAKS, SURFERS, SKATERS, CRUNKS, RETIREES, TOURISTS,  

STONERS, DAY TRIPPERS, HIPPIES, HIPSTERS, AND REGULAR FOLK 
by Jenny Peterson | Current Staff Writer
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no matter the time of night. 

“Ms. Leigh, loves working nights and has her 
own cult following of customers,” Woodham 
said. “People will come in just to talk to her.”

Comments on a Facebook post about sharing 
Bert’s memories show that “Ms. Leigh” is the 
most recent of a long line of beloved cashiers at 
Bert’s Market.

“It’s about hiring the right people, who fit in the 
culture of Folly Beach, that is one of the biggest 
draws; everybody feels like it’s a community,” 
said Woodham.

Bert’s Market celebrated with a special “Thank 
You” to over two decades in business in February 
offering their boiled hot dogs with a bun and all 
the fixin’s for just .25 cents.

Bert’s Market is now owned by Julia and Omar 
Colon, the second generation of owners. Julia’s 
father is Bert Hastings, the first owner, whose 
likeness is painted on the side of the building.

Woodham said the former owner still comes 
into the store weekly, personally greets all 
employees, and stocks up on his favorite items.

“Everyone is astounded when they find out 
it’s Bert, and that he still pays for all his stuff. 
Even when he owned the store, he always went 
to the cash register and paid just like any other 
customer,” Woodham said. “People would say, 
‘You are Bert, you don’t have to pay,’ but that’s 
something he always did to show people that he’s 
just like everyone else.”

The market has added new offerings over 
the past 25 years. The Wooden Spoon is a 
counter-service deli making and selling unique 
and vegetarian-friendly sandwiches, one that 
features potato chips between two slices of 
bread.

A draft beer area lets shoppers fill a growler 
with a local brew, while an ice cream and 
pastry counter draws customers in with cakes 
and other sweet treats. Grab-and-go breakfast 
biscuit sandwiches and both regular and spicy 
chicken is popular with the morning and late-
night crowd.

New additions on the horizon will include a 
build-you-own-waffle bar and the addition of 
milkshakes to the store’s ice cream counter, 
Woodham said.

“It’ll have waffle irons, fresh fruit and syrup,” 
he said. “There will be hand-scooped milkshakes 
with the regular Wholly Cow ice cream flavors 
as well as specialty milkshake flavors like 
cheesecake.”

Yet, no matter what, one thing that will 
never change about Bert’s Market is its deep 
commitment to the Folly Beach community. 

Every Thanksgiving, Bert’s 
offers a free meal for anyone in the 
community – turkey plates, hearty 
sides and even dessert. Employees 
cook the meal themselves and hand 
them out in front of the store to 
anyone and everyone.

Employees installed a “blessing box” 
outside the store with non-perishable 
items, so that people who are homeless 
or even having a hard month during the 
slow season can get something to eat, 
said employee Caroline Hatchell.

During hurricane season, local residents 
use Bert’s Market as a gauge for deciding 
if they should evacuate or not. Locals know 
it’s a serious storm if Bert’s Market boards 
up its windows and deviates from its 24/7/365 
schedule.

In typical Bert’s Market fashion, the 
several occasions that a storm caused the 
store to close, it opened its ice cooler and 
gave away its bags of ice to those who 
decided to ride out the storm and wrote an 
encouraging message on its giant outside 
chalkboard outside.

Bert’s Market makes a concerted effort 
to stock local products that support local 
artisans, including local ladies who 
knit beanie hats, artists who make and 
sell earrings, oyster shuckers, organic 
dog biscuits and a local company that 
makes its own chocolate. 

Everyone at Bert’s takes pride in the 
store, from the employees who are like 
family, right down to the customers, 
Woodham said.  There are countless 
stories about Bert’s coming through in 
a time of need, including a mother who 
showed up in pajamas and a robe at  2 
a.m. needing medicine for a sick child. 

A knowledgeable cashier personally 
helped her find the exact items she needed.

“They were SO KIND. I will never forget 
it,” said Ann Hail via Facebook.

“The people, the atmosphere, and the 
customers who come in, really feel like 
family,” Woodham said. “Customers are so 
loyal that when we bring in new people during 
the busy season, the customers will take time 
to help train the newbie—even coaching a 
new cashier on how to ring up their bagel. The 
atmosphere is chill and relaxed, and I love that 
we get to really talk to customers. I feel really 
lucky.” 

And Folly is lucky to have Bert’s, too.
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SATURDAY, FEBRUARY  1
FUN ON FOLLY

The Responding Officers (R/Os) were 
dispatched to The Tides hotel around 7 p.m. in 
reference to a call about Suspicious Persons. 
After arriving, this call was quickly cleared as 
a non-issue. However, while on scene, another 
Disturbance call had come in for the same 
location, with another officer responding. The 
R/Os made their way to the scene to assist. As 
they entered a hotel room, they found the third 
officer had separated and detained two men 
who were about to fight each other. The two 
men, ages 40 and 57, were highly intoxicated 
and belligerent towards the officers. During the 
investigation, it was found the subjects had also 
thrown things off the balcony and urinated off 
the balcony. Both men were arrested, charged 
with Disorderly Conduct, and taken to jail. 

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY  2
LOST WAYFINDER

The R/O was dispatched to a Folly Beach 
residence around 11 a.m. in reference to a theft. 
The 70-year-old victim said sometime during 
the night, a concrete lighthouse with a ceramic 
base painted to look like rocks had been stolen 
from the front of her house. The object was 
valued at $150. 

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY  2
BIKER BOYZ

The R/O was conducting traffic enforcement 
operations around 2 p.m. on the north side 
of the Westbury Bridge when he observed a 
motorcycle come across the bridge northbound 
at a high rate of speed. The radar clocked 
the speed at 80 m.p.h. in a 25 m.p.h. zone. The 
officer had to wait for traffic to clear to U-turn 
northbound to pursue the motorcycle. When 
he got a few cars away, he turned on the blue 
lights. The officer watched the motorcycle veer 
into the bicycle lane to avoid traffic and take 
off. The officer lost sight of the subject at the 
curve near Battery Island Road. At this point, he 
discontinued the pursuit. The suspect vehicle 
had two passengers, but they were wearing 
tinted-visor helmets. However, the city’s 
automated license plate reader had picked up 
the plate number, which was registered to a 
29-year-old North Charleston man. The case 
remains open. 

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY  2
WATER RESCUE

Around 9:30 p.m., the R/O was dispatched 
to the east end of Folly Island in reference to a 
boater in distress. The complainant had called 
police headquarters a few minutes earlier and 
said they had seen a Facebook message from 
an acquaintance who said their 22-foot prop 
boat was stuck in the inlet between Folly and 
Morris islands and they were taking on water. 
The officer made contact with the subject, a 
29-year-old woman, who said she had called 
the Coast Guard, but was informed they had 
no way to render assistance at that time. The 
officer followed up on that call with the Coast 
Guard and was informed they had not received 
any calls about a boater in distress, and they 
would dispatch a rescue boat immediately. 
The officer walked to the end of the island and 
was able to communicate with the boater in 
distress, and help pinpoint her location for the 
Coast Guard. The Coast Guard’s marine unite 
was able to rescue the boaters and get them 
back to the Folly Beach Boat Landing. Asked 
why the boater did not call 911 instead of using 
Facebook to send a distress call, she said she 
thought it cost money to use 911. She was  
 
 
 
 

informed that was not accurate and to call 911 if 
something like this happened again. 

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY  4
WE MAY DOZE, BUT OUR 
SURVEILLANCE CAMERAS 
EXPOSE

The R/O was dispatched to Bert’s Market 
around 11:45 a.m. in reference to a case of 
shoplifting around midnight the night before. 
Upon arrival, the officer met with the store 
manager who said a man stole five packs of 
Newport cigarettes from the store. The manager 
showed the officer the video surveillance 
footage from the time of the incident. The 
footage showed a man walk into the store, 
move to the area where the cigarettes are kept, 
remove fi9ve packs from the shelf, put them in 
his pocket, and walk out without paying. The 
store manager recognized the subject as a 
54-year-old man who has stolen items from the 
store on previous occasions. A check of the 
suspect’s driver’s license photo matched the 
person in the video, and a warrant was filed for 
his arrest. The Newports were valued at $7.62 
per pack, for a thieved total of $38.10. 

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY  5
THE NOSE KNOWS

 The R/O was inside his vehicle on 
routine patrol around 8 a.m. along East Ashley 
Avenue when he was passed by a Ford Ranger. 
The officer detected the odor of marijuana 
coming from the Ford, and began to follow the 
vehicle. Continuing to smell marijuana coming 
from the Ford, the officer pulled the vehicle 
over and notified the 51-year-old driver of the 
reason for the stop. The driver admitted he 
had some marijuana cigarettes in the center 
console of the vehicle. The officer searched 
the vehicle and located said joints, but no 
other contraband. The subject was issued a 
warning and allowed to leave. The joints were 
placed into a locker for destruction. 

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY  11
HIGH TIMES ON FOLLY

 The R/O was on routine patrol around 
1 a.m. on Folly Road when he clocked a Dodge 
van going 42 in a 25 m.p.h. zone. He stopped 
the van and approached on the passenger side 
where a man was sitting. The female driver (age 

unknown) stated she had just left a Folly Beach 
bar because she had accidentally urinated 
herself. The officer asked for her driver’s license. 
The 29-year-old male passenger, who appeared 
drunk, asked if he needed to show his license 
as well, and the officer said yes. After running 
the names, the male subject’s was flagged 
for a warrant on a probation violation out of 
Lexington County, S.C. He was arrested on this 
charge and while being searched was found to 
have several bags of marijuana on his person. 
He was placed in the patrol car for transport to 
jail. The female driver gave the R/O permission 
to search the vehicle, warning him there 
were guns in the van. The officer found three 
handguns, all loaded and ready, in the cab and 
rear of the vehicle, along with the male subject’s 
backpack, which contained several more bags 
of marijuana. They also found a half-full bottle 
of Seagram’s 7. The driver was not charged. 
The passenger was charged with Possession 
with Intent to Distribute, Paraphernalia, and 
Unlawful Possession of a Firearm. 

FRIDAY, FEBRUARY  14
LOVE IN THE AIR… OR IS THAT 
SPRAY-PAINT?

 The R/O was on routine patrol around 
6 a.m. when he pulled up to the liquor store 
next to the Folly Harris Teeter. He immediately 
noticed a blue arrow spray-painted on the 
door and windows of the business. The officer 
investigated further, driving to the rear of the 
business where he saw words spray-painted 
in red on the back door. He approached the 
back door and could hear someone inside. The 
officer called for additional units and awaited 
their arrival. 

The backup arrived, the officer opened the 
back door and announced himself. A 35-year-old 
barefoot female wandered out from around a 
corner. The officer recognized the woman from 
previous incidents. Inside the store, words and 
symbols had been spray-painted all over the 
walls and merchandise. The subject said she 
worked there, and had permission to be there. 
The R/O knew from previous interviews with 
the subject that she had, in fact, been fired from 
the liquor store. The owner of the business was 
contact, who said she had been fired, and she 
did not have permission to be there, much less 
be spray-painting anything. The owner arrived 
later to inventory the merchandise and found 
about $1,500 worth of alcohol, $100 in cash, and 
a $50 security camera had been taken. 

provided by
Folly Beach Public Safety

l a w  o f f i c e  o f

Nick Thomas
(843) 580-2058

When bad things happen 
to good people, call the local lawyer. 

I’m here every step of the way,
through drug charges, DUI’s,

traffic tickets & car accidents.

www.follylawyer.com

Call  the  Local  Lawyer!Local  Case?
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Buying or Selling in

Folly or Charleston?
Trust My Local Knowledge

15th Year As A Full Time Folly Agent
PROVEN RESULTS!!!

116 E Arctic Ave.
$975,000

Folly Duplex Zoned Commercial
Walk To Beach & Center St

169 Rutledge Ave.
$1,299,000

3 Rental Properties - Main House 
Carriage House & 1BR Apt

112 W. Hudson Ave
$945,000

4BR/2.5Bath 
Custom Home - Full

R-2 Zoned Lot

List Your 
Property  

Here!

423 W. Hudson Ave.
$798,500

3BR - 2.5 Bath Home
Gorgeous Marsh Views

Under Contract

Under Contract

Just Sold!

Just Listed

LOCAL SEAFOOD

LIVE entertainment nightly

OUTDOOR DINING

123 W. ASHLEY AVE   FOLLY BEACH
LOGGERHEADSBG.COM
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843.908.5757

ELTON CULPEPPER 
Realtor, ABR, CNE 

elton.culpepper@carolinaone.com
www.eltonculpepper.com

Call Me To See 
What Your Home 

is Worth! 

UNDER
CONTRACT

 2300 Sunfish Circle 
Oak Island 
$800,000 

Protect Your Land. 
Protect Your Most 
Valuable Investment.

HOMES

 Call Us
Today to

Install 
Your

Retaining
Wall!

Home Remodeling 
Office: (843) 588-2224

cdi@cdihomes.org

FOLLY LIQUORS & WINE 
201 E. Cooper, Unit C • Folly Beach 

(next door to Bert’s Market)
633-0206

     For Every 
Occasion ...

Folly Beach Red Dot

1 2 2  E .  A s h l e y  A v e .

You wanted to goto the Bahamasfor Spring Break...
Instead you ended up here. 

Island Vibes 
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A
ngie Carson and Giovanni Richardson 
began the Folly Art Village in 2018 
with the mission of providing a fun 

market where local artists can gather to 
showcase and sell their art. The market 
includes jewelers, photographers, painters, 
woodworkers, clothing makers, and 
specialty foods. The Folly Art Village is 
welcomed each week by the Washout 
Restaurant owners and staff on Folly 
Beach. Carson and Richardson are looking 
forward to continuing and growing this 
tradition as they move forward with the 
2020 season. 

“When Giovanni and I started the Art 
Village, our mission was to provide a vibrant 
and fun market where local artists could 
gather to showcase their amazing talents 
and to have a positive impact in the Folly 
Beach community,” says Carson. “We have 
been blessed with much, much more. The 
Art Village consists of an amazing group of 
vendors with an array of talents including 
jewelers, photographers, painters, 
woodworkers, and specialty food and 
clothing makers. The 2020 season will kick 
off Sunday, March 8 and will run through 
Dec. 20. New applications and market 
guidelines for the 2020 market season are 
now available. Local artists and farmers 
can stop by The Washout to pick one up 
or by contacting market managers Carson 
or Richardson at follyartvillage@gmail.com.

Over the past two years, the market has 
not only grown but become an asset to the 
Folly community and many local charities. 
The Art Village raised just under $10,000 in 
2019 with vendors donating art and various 
items for auctions/raffles, and participating 
in countless fundraising events. The result 

was their ability to provide support to: 
Folly Baptist Church Soup Ministry and 
Food Pantry, the Tri-County Ministries Toy 
Drive, and the Pet Helpers Puppy Parade. 
Additionally, art donations by the vendors 
in conjunction with various services were 
donated to support the Daniel O’Rourke 
Brain Cancer Foundation, Domestic 
Violence Awareness Campaign & My 
Sisters House, and Friends of Green Turtle 
Cay Hurricane Relief. Mayor Tim Goodwin 
even took a turn in the dunk tank at the 
Surfers Healing fundraiser. 

Vendors who donated are Far Away 

Places, Coffin Island Creations, Plot To 
Pot, Taste of Gullah, Beaded Venus, Boho 
Shark Teeth Designs, AV Photography, 
Folly Images, Slightly Brackish Designs, 
Grady Brown Designs, Red Tin Roof, Copper 
Linings, Jank n Jive, Day2Day Creations, 
Nocturnowl and Fruit Creations.

Starting March 8, the Folly Art Village 
is open every Wednesday evening from  

5-9 p.m. and Sunday from 12-4 p.m. at  
The Washout, located at 41 Center St. 

For more information, email 
follyartvillage@gmail.com.

It Takes A Village
FOLLY ART VILLAGE RETURNS TO THE WASHOUT ON MARCH 8

special to Folly Current

B
ill Noel, award-winning author of 
the best-selling Folly Beach Mystery 
series, will be holding book signings 

on Folly Beach on March 19 and 24. These 
will be the first signings on Folly Beach for 
his newest mystery Relic, the 17th book in 
the popular series.

South Carolina’s Folly Beach is once-
again prominently featured in the latest 
novel released last month. Noel is a 
resident of Louisville, Kentucky, yet has 
been dubbed the “master of the feel 
of Folly,” and considers Folly his home 
away from home. The books have been 
described as “perfect beach reads,” 
and have received hundreds of five-star 
reviews on Amazon.

The novels are quirky and the locations 
of the book signings are unique in the 
world of book events.  According to Noel, 
“I prefer focusing on being where the 
people are rather than where books 
are. The people of Folly have been 
extraordinarily supportive of the series 
and I’m honored to have been invited to 
hold signings on the island.” says Noel, 
“When I wrote the first book, Folly, I did it 
simply to see if I could.” 

As a result of positive reactions from 
readers, he now says he writes the books 
for the readers and looks forward to his 
visits on Folly to have a chance to talk to 
many of these readers.

  
Bill Noel will be signing and 
discussing the 17 novels at:

• Lost Dog Cafe, 106 W. Huron, 
Folly Beach, Thursday, March 19, 

7:30 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.

• Bert’s Market, 202 E. Ashley Ave., 
Folly Beach, Thursday, March 19 

3:30 – 5:30 p.m.

• Lost Dog Cafe, 106 W. Huron, 
Folly Beach, Tuesday, March 24, 

7:30 a.m.-1 p.m.

When the Charleston Symphony 
Orchestra guest musician housing placed 
native New Yorker double bassist John 
Krause with Billy and Tracy Grooms of Folly 
Beach, they couldn’t have known the Ghost 
of George Gershwin would channel through 
their musician.

When Krause arrived at the Grooms’ 
house for first time he was taken aback 
by the island and the relaxin’ lifestyle and 
comforting feeling.  After shucking some 
oysters, pinching the head off a few shrimp, 
tasting a bit of collard greens, and riding 
a bicycle to the lighthouse, he felt a bit 
euphoric.

“After the bike ride, I felt calm, relaxed, 
and at ease,” says Krause. “Sounds of the 

ocean, the smell … I felt creative, able to 
play my instrument uninhibited.” 

When Billy told Krause that Gershwin 
wrote Porgy and Bess here on Folly, the 
visiting musician was taken aback. “I had 
heard the Boston Symphony Orchestra 
perform Porgy and Bess while studying at 
Boston Conservatory and was struck by the 
piece. Various composers and musicians, 
Gustav Mahler being another well-known 
example, would seek beautiful places in 
nature to write and recuperate” he says. 
“After experiencing the simplicity and 
serenity of Folly Beach, I understood why 
Gershwin thrived here.  It was inspiring to 
breathe in the same low country ocean air 
that he did here on Folly.”

Ghost of Gershwin
VISITING SYMPHONY MUSICIAN IS 

CHARMED AND INSPIRED BY FOLLY BEACH
by Billy Grooms | Special to The Current

Folly’s
Man of 

Mystery  
FOLLY BEACH MYSTERY 

SERIES AUTHOR BILL 
NOEL COMES TO TOWN

special to Folly Current
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SUNDAY, MARCH 1 
Crab Shack: Jeff Caldwell 
Planet Follywood: Thomas 
Champagne 
St. James Gate: Porkchop 
Surf Bar: Kyle Lacy and 
Charleston Wildest 
The Washout: Donnie Polk 
 
MONDAY, MARCH 2 
Crab Shack: Open Mic w/ Dave 
Grunstra 
Folly River Park: Farmers 
Market
Planet Follywood: Bingo 
 
TUESDAY, MARCH 3 
Drop-In Bar & Deli: Honky Tonk
Planet Follywood: Open Mic w/ 
Mac & David 
The Washout: The Ol 55’s 
 
WEDNESDAY, MARCH 4 
Drop-In Bar & Deli: Trivia
Loggerhead’s: Eric Penrod 
Planet Follywood: Mike Martin 
& Friends 
Surf Bar: DJ Saba 
The Washout: Brady Smith & 
Dale Baker 
 
THURSDAY, MARCH 5 
Crab Shack: Local Bluegrass
Drop-In Bar & Deli: Stratton & 
Friends 
Planet Follywood: Karaoke 
Ladies Night 
Rita’s: Super Reggae Man 
Snapper Jack’s: DJ Saba
The Washout: Gracious Day 
 
FRIDAY, MARCH 6 
Crab Shack: Calhoun’s Calling 
Loggerhead’s: High Five 
Planet Follywood: Lenny’s Juke 
Joint 
Sand Dollar: Headrush 
St. James Gate: Karaoke w/ DJ 
C (Pub)
Surf Bar: Weigh Station 
The Washout: Eddie Bush
 

SATURDAY, 
MARCH 7 

Crab Shack: 
Dylan Swinson 

Low Life: Super 
Reggae Man 

Planet Follywood: Morpheus
Sand Dollar: Headrush 
Snapper Jack’s: DJ Saba
St. James Gate: DJ KT and Mr. 
Lecque (Pub)
Surf Bar: Tom Crowley & The 
Speakers 
 
SUNDAY, MARCH 8 
Crab Shack: Jeff Caldwell 
Planet Follywood: Crispy Fox
St. James Gate: Porkchop 
Surf Bar: Sunday Sessions 
The Washout: Donnie Polk 
 
MONDAY, MARCH 9 
Crab Shack: Open Mic w/ Dave 
Grunstra 
Folly River Park: Farmers 
Market
Planet Follywood: Bingo 
 
TUESDAY, MARCH 10 
Drop-In Bar & Deli: Honky Tonk
Planet Follywood: Open Mic w/ 
Mac & David 
The Washout: The Ol 55’s 
 
WEDNESDAY, MARCH 11 
Drop-In Bar & Deli: Trivia
Loggerhead’s: Eric Penrod 
Planet Follywood: Mike Martin 
& Friends 
Surf Bar: DJ Saba
The Washout: Brady Smith & 
Dale Baker
 
THURSDAY, MARCH 12 
Crab Shack: Local Bluegrass
Drop-In Bar & Deli: Stratton & 
Friends 
Planet Follywood: Karaoke 
Ladies Night 
Rita’s: Super Reggae Man 
Snapper Jack’s: DJ Saba 
The Washout: Gracious Day 
 
FRIDAY, MARCH 13 
Crab Shack: Calhoun’s Calling 
Loggerhead’s: Mike Huhn
Planet Follywood: Whiskey Diablo 
Sand Dollar: Ocean Drive Party 
Band 
St. James Gate: Karaoke with DJ 
C (Pub)
Surf Bar: Kang Louie & Friends 
The Washout: Eddie Bush
 

SATURDAY, MARCH 14 
Block Party: St. Patty’s Day 
Celebration w/ Bagpipers, Live 
Muisc, & a Scavenger Hunt
Crab Shack: Seitu Solomon
Lowlife: Super Reggae Man 
Planet Follywood: Travelin’ 
Hinges 
Sand Dollar: Ocean Drive Party 
Band 
Snapper Jack’s: DJ Saba 
St. James Gate: St. Patty’s Day 
w/ Irish Dancers 
Surf Bar: Kozelski
 
SUNDAY, MARCH 15 
Crab Shack: Jeff Caldwell 
Planet Follywood: Thomas 
Champagne 
St. James Gate: Porkchop 
Surf Bar: John Pope Trio 
The Washout: Pet Helpers 
Benefit w/ DJ Insain 
 
MONDAY, MARCH 16 
Crab Shack: Open Mic w/ Dave 
Grunstra 
Folly River Park: Farmers Market 
Planet Follywood: Bingo 
 
TUESDAY, MARCH 17 
Drop-In Bar & Deli: Honky Tonk
Planet Follywood: Open Mic w/ 
Mac & David 
The Washout: The Ol 55’s 
 
WEDNESDAY, MARCH 18 
Drop-In Bar & Deli: Trivia
Loggerhead’s: Eric Penrod 
Planet Follywood: Mike Martin 
& Friends 
Surf Bar: DJ Saba 
The Washout: Brady Smith & 
Dale Baker
 
THURSDAY, MARCH 19 
Crab Shack: Local Bluegrass
Drop-In Bar & Deli: Stratton & 
Friends 
Planet Follywood: Karaoke 
Ladies Night 
Rita’s: Saluda Shoals 
Snapper Jack’s: DJ Saba
The Washout: Gracious Day 
 
FRIDAY, MARCH 20 
Crab Shack: Calhoun’s Calling 
Loggerhead’s: High Five 
Planet Follywood: Shakin’ 
Martini’s 
Sand Dollar: Straight Jacket 
St. James Gate: Karaoke w/ DJ 
C (Pub)
Surf Bar: Wallace Brown and 
the Pacematters
The Washout: Eddie Bush

 SATURDAY, MARCH 21 
Crab Shack: Chris Roberts 
Low Life: JP and Friends 
Planet Follywood: Seitu 
Soloman Steelpan 
Sand Dollar: Straight 
Jacket 
Snapper Jack’s: DJ Saba 
St. James Gate: DJ KT and 
Mr. Lecque 
Surf Bar: Mike Martin & The 
Beautiful Mess 
 
SUNDAY, MARCH 22 
Crab Shack: Jeff Caldwell 
Planet Follywood: Crispy Fox
St. James Gate: Porkchop 
Surf Bar: Danny May Trio 
The Washout: Donnie Polk 
 
MONDAY, MARCH 23 
Crab Shack: Open Mic w/ Dave 
Grunstra 
Folly River Park: Farmers 
Market w/ Community Care 
Potluck
Planet Follywood: Bingo
 
TUESDAY, MARCH 24 
Drop-In Bar & Deli: Honky Tonk
Planet Follywood: Open Mic w/ 
Mac & David 
The Washout: The Ol 55’s 
 
WEDNESDAY, MARCH 25 
Drop-In Bar & Deli: Trivia
Loggerhead’s: Eric Penrod 
Planet Follywood: Mike Martin 
& Friends 
Surf Bar: DJ Saba
The Washout: Brady Smith & 
Dale Baker
 
THURSDAY, MARCH 26 
Crab Shack: Local Bluegrass 
Drop-In Bar & Deli: Stratton & 
Friends 
Planet Follywood: Karaoke 
Ladies Night 
Rita’s: Super Reggae Man 
Snapper Jack’s: DJ Saba 
The Washout: Gracious Day 
 
FRIDAY, MARCH 27 
Crab Shack: Calhoun’s Calling 
Loggerhead’s: High Five 
Planet Follywood: Davidson 
Sand Dollar: Safety 3rd
St. James Gate: Karaoke with DJ 
C (Pub)
Surf Bar: One Kool Blow 
The Washout: Eddie Bush 
 

SATURDAY, MARCH 28 
Crab Shack: Dave Grunstra 
Low Life: JP and Friends 
Planet Follywood: Thomas 
Champagne Band 
Sand Dollar: Safety 3rd 
Snapper Jack’s: DJ Saba
St. James Gate: DJ Miketech 
(Pub)
Surf Bar: Jeff Caldwell Trio
 
SUNDAY, MARCH 29 
Crab Shack: Jeff Caldwell 
Planet Follywood: Ohani Hua
St. James Gate: Porkchop 
Surf Bar: Deadwin
The Washout: Donnie Polk 
 
MONDAY, MARCH 30 
Crab Shack: Open Mic w/ Dave 
Grunstra 
Folly River Park: Farmers 
Market w/ Community Care 
Potluck
Planet Follywood: Bingo
 
TUESDAY, MARCH 31 
Drop-In Bar & Deli: Honky Tonk
Planet Follywood: Open Mic w/ 
Mac & David 
The Washout: The Ol 55’s 

What’s the BUZZ 

  on the Beach 

     
 for M

ARCH

Look For the 

updated Folly 

Buzz posters 

every week 

around town at 

more than 

20 locations!

A&E
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TAKE-OUT  •  EAT-IN  •  DELIVERY

WE DELIVER TO FOLLY BEACH! 

1246 Camp Rd  •  www.PAISANOSJI.com  •  3 locations to serve you!

Hand Tossed,
Oven Baked Pizzas,
Calzones, salads, 

& Sandwiches

*we also deliver to 
West Ashley, James Island,

Mount Pleasant,  
& even downtown! 

843-762-1135

Skip the T raffic! 

Lawton@InsuranceSolutionsSC.com
www.InsuranceSolutionsSC.com 

www.ledfordspestcontrol.com

843-766-8298

COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL
Pests • Termites • Soil Treatments • Vapor Barriers Ventilation Work 

Formosan Termite Coverage • Wood Infestation Reports (CL-100’s)

CALL TODAY FREE ESTIMATES

Follow Us On Facebook & Our Blog

KEEPING THE LOWCOUNTRY

BUG FREE
SINCE 1975!

Call Today to Schedule your
Monthly Mosquito Control! 

Available during the 
spring & summer months!  

We also offer 
Mosquito Control 

for Outdoor Events!

STOP Mosquitoes 

in their tracks!



M A R C H  2 02 0T h e  F o l ly C u r r e n t16 A&E

202 E. Ashley Ave  •  Folly Beach, SC

Folly’s Best Beer SelectionFolly’s Best Beer Selection
We have a wall of craft beer to choose from, 
a domestic beer cave, and six rotating taps 

at our growler station.

34 Center Street  •  843-633-0042 

Fine Wine, Craft Beer,
& Cocktails

Celebrate

for
Adventure

Awaits!  

Folly Beach Civic Club 
Photo of the Month

“FLUENT TRANQUILITY” BY CHRISTOPHER MORGAN

Photographers can submit up to three photos per month to be considered for the calendar and the Photo of the Month. All photos must be  
high resolution and landscapes are preferred over portraits. They can be sent to Kathy Miller at kathymiller74@gmail.com.

Locally owned for over 15 years

Proud to be headquartered
on Folly Beach

WE'LL KEEP YOU WARM
ON THOSE COOL
FOLLY NIGHTS! 

110 W. ASHLEY AVE.  ::  (843) 568-7336  ::  WWW.BURKESERVICESINC.COM 

:: SERVICE 
::REPAIRS 
::INSTALLATIONS

SERVICES,   INC.
Heating & Air Conditioning

We Accept Credit Cards  •  Financing Available as Low as 6.99%

Locally owned for over 19 years.
Proud to be headquartered 

on Folly Beach.
$2 Hamms | $2 Miller Lite

$4 Drafts & Ciders
$5 Wine &House Liquor

Monday Night 
WING FIGHT

Low Life Bar
106 E. Hudson | Folly Beach, SC

TALE OF THE TAPE
PARM & BLACK PEPPER

w/ Goddess Ranch Dressing
vs.

THAI RED CHILE 
w/ SESAME AND SCALLION 

vs.
CHOLULA HONEY

w/ Homemade Blue Cheese

VS.
HOUSE JERK

w/ Coconut Yogurt Dressing

HAPPY HOUR ALL 
NIGHT LONG!
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202 E. Ashley Ave  •  Folly Beach, SC

Folly’s Best Beer SelectionFolly’s Best Beer Selection
We have a wall of craft beer to choose from, 
a domestic beer cave, and six rotating taps 

at our growler station.

To be featured in the next Business Spotlight, please attend the 
Folly Association of Business meetings, where we choose a business 

randomly from the sign-in sheet. 

MONTHLY  SPOTLIGHT
ST. JAMES GATE 

A “proper” Irish pub was always the vision of Irish owner John 
Teevan, when he and his partner Stephanie laid eyes on the 
two story 4,500 square foot West Ashley Avenue space be-
fore opening St. James Gate Irish Pub in the Summer of 2015. 
St. James Gate is a place where you can not only get a 
“proper” Guinness, but this month it’s a place to celebrate the 
culture and heritage of the Irish. Not only do they feature a 
perfectly poured Guinness, St. James Gate is a 3-time Taste 
of Folly Cocktail Competition first place winner! You must try 
their award winning espresso martini and frozen Irish coffee! 
To celebrate Saint Patrick’s Day, on March 14th they’re featuring 
Irish dancers and face painting, so put your green on and come 
on out to celebrate! 

FROM
THE

BOARD
ROOM

This year FAB is working on some specific 
projects to help beautify our island, including 
planting trees, adding landscaping, and 
installing planters at the Folly River Park, 
and more. Stay tuned for progress updates! 

Over the last several months we’ve been 
gathering input from the community and 
are working with Council to bring back 
Sea & Sand to the Spring, hopefully for the 
2021 season. Any input from businesses, 
vendors and members of our community 
is welcomed!

Last month we welcomed Kelly Travers 
to the Secretary position. We’re looking 
forward to having her on the team and 
keeping our members informed! 

FAB meets on the second Thursday 
of each month. Please join us for our 
next meeting on Thursday, Mar. 12th 
from 6:30-7:30pm upstairs at Tides 
Hotel. Join us for the social down-
stairs in the bar at 6pm if you 
like. For more information about 
FAB, email Secretary4FAB@gmail.com.

ACCOMMODATIONS: 
Beachside Bed & Breakfast, LLC
Carolina One Vacation Rentals 

Dunes Properties Rental Management 
Folly Beach Days, LLC

Folly River Lodge 
Folly River Management 

FollyVacation.com 
Huey, LLC

Regatta Inn / Water’s Edge Inn
Summerhill Apartments 

FOOD & BEVERAGE: 
Drop In Bar & Deli 

Folly Beach Crab Shack 
Folly Beach Red Dot 

Island Ice
Jack of Cups Saloon

Kona Ice 
Loggerhead’s Beach Grill 

Lost Dog Café
Lowcountry Boil Company 

LowLife Bar
Planet Follywood 

Rita’s Seaside Grille
Sand Dollar 

St. James Gate 
Surf Bar 
Taco Boy 

The Washout 
Wiki Wiki Sandbar 
Woody’s Pizzeria 

TOURS / EVENTS: 
3 Mouse Pals 

Charleston SUP Safaris 
Events on the Edge

Flipper Finders 
Lesesne Tour Company 

Sail Folly 

MEDIA / MARKETING: 
Folly Buzz 

The Folly Current 
Little Dog Agency 

NON-PROFIT: 
Folly Beach Anglers 

Folly Beach Civic Club 
Folly Beach Exchange Club

Follypalooza 
Pet Helpers

PARKS & REC:
Charleston County Parks 

REAL ESTATE / INSURANCE / 
ACCOUNTING / LAW: 

Andie Weathers – Carolina One Real Estate 
CT Lowndes Insurance 

Dunes Properties Real Estate 
Elton Culpepper – Carolina One 

Fred Holland Realty 
Law Office of Nick Thomas 

RETAIL: 
Lunar Light Botanicals: Hemp & Apothecary 

Folly Beach Moped Rentals 
Mr. John’s Beach Store 

ART: 
Browns Designs 

DJ Vincent Photography 
Image Merchants 

Lowcountry Studios 
Slightly Symmetrical Art & Design 

SERVICES: 
Anthony’s Barber Shop 

Burke Services, Inc. 
CDI Homes 

C&T Services 
Eye on Folly

fAloha 
Folly Beach Family Dentistry & Spa 

Have Mop Will Travel 
Headlines at the Edge

Malama Massage Therapy 
Priority Landscaping, LLC 

Folly Beach Chair Company 
Sacred Body Massage & Healing Arts

Wholly Ticket

Folly Association of Business 
Member Directory
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39 Center

Street
full bar &dog-friendlyporch

843-588-0088Take-Out or
Delivery

Inshore Light Tackle & Fly Fishing Trips
Captain Geoff Bennett   •  843-324-3332  •  www.charlestoncharterfishing.com

Charleston
Charter Fishing

C
hef Michael Scognamiglio opened 
the doors of Alfredo’s on Folly 
Beach on Thursday, Feb. 20 to the 

surprise and delight of locals who have 
been anticipating this since word of it 
began to spread last year. 

When the ‘Wich Doctor on West Hudson 
Avenue closed in the fall of 2018, it left a 
vacancy not only in the building but in the 
hearts of many with the loss of chef/owner 
Jeff Butler. The space has been empty 
ever since, and many wondered what, if 
anything, would take its place. 

Scognamiglio, who was formerly the 
chef at popular Mt. Pleasant Italian eatery 
Bacco says he had visions of opening a 
small, pasta-focused restaurant for quite 
a while. According to Scognamiglio, he 
felt the former ’Wich Doctor space was 
perfect for his concept of fast casual 
Italian dining on the beach. 

Adding paninis, soups, salads, and a 
few antipasti plates to the menu makes 
it a viable lunch option as well. And the 
counter service concept allows for a laid-
back atmosphere. 

“Folly didn’t have an Italian option so I 
thought bringing something new to Folly 
would work well while hopefully giving 
locals a new cuisine that they will enjoy,” 
Scognamiglio says. 

The menu is very approachable, with 
a ‘build-your-own’ pasta situation as 
the heart of it. The hand-made artisanal 
pasta is imported from Italy, with options 
such as pappardelle, gnocchi, cavatelli, 
fettucine, and fusilli. Top any of these 
with a delicious list of fresh sauces like 
beef ragu, carbonara with pancetta, and 
almond arugula pesto to complement 
them. Additions of meatballs, vegetables, 
sausage, chicken, or shrimp can be added 
as well. 

Shareable plates of marinated 
artichokes, salumi and cheese spiedino, 
or giardinera are a great way to try some 
classic Italian bites. Paninis such as 
chicken parm, caprese, and porchetta are 
listed, and they can be enjoyed with Italian 
slaw, a Caesar salad, or a sausage and 
lentil soup amongst other things. 

Award-winning locally-made gelato 

from Cirsea is also available in a variety of 
flavors, as well as cannoli or a traditional 
tiramisu is a sweet ending to the meal. 

Beer and wine will be available soon, 
but for now it’s just fountain drinks. 
Seating is available inside for now, but 
patio furniture for outdoor dining is on 
the to-do list as it warms up. Seasonal 
hours are currently Wednesday-Saturday, 
11 a.m. to 9 p.m.

Chef Scognamiglio is no stranger to 
Folly Beach. He grew up in Greenville 
with his family and vacationed on Folly 
Beach often before attending the College 
of Charleston. During that time he started 
his first kitchen position working at the 
old Holiday Inn before it became the Tides 
Hotel. 

So although he’s doesn’t live on the 
island, he’s definitely got some long-
standing ties to Folly and a love for the 
island and the people of Folly. Scognamiglio 
says he’s looking forward to becoming a 
staple in our restaurant scene.

Little Italy on Folly
ALFREDO’S ON FOLLY FINALLY GIVES LOCALS AND VISITORS AN ITALIAN OPTION ON THE BEACH

by Jessica Cobb | Contributing Writer

Jessica Cobb is a Folly Beach resident 
with years of culinary experience 

tucked into her apron pocket. 
Classically trained chef and owner of 
local catering company, Some Like it 
Hot, she joined the Folly Current as 

a contributing writer to the Food and 
Dining section in hopes of sparking 
new interest, cravings, and insights.
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1900 Ashley Crossing Drive
Charleston  -  843-852-0505
www.thepalmettoscharleston.com

Generations Serving Generations for 48 Years.

Assisted Living & Memory Care. 
The Palmettos is a place where residents can live independently 

in a beautiful, secure, and caring environment, 
free from the daily burdens. 

A Proud Affiliate Of NHC Healthcare.
the Only Facility in West Ashley Able
to Offer the NHC Continuum of Care.
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Hello Friends, Here it is March already 
and there’s so much to get done before 
it really warms up. Don’t let it overwhelm 
you though. Rather than panic about all 
your upcoming obligations, (socially or 
at work,) try, “Tending the flock.” By this 
I mean slowly but steadily chip away at 
your goals day by day, (the Flock being 
your goals and projects, stay with me.)   
Let’s use a landscape as our example.

Conduct an audit/inspection  of said 
area. Separate your notes into: “To Do,” 
and “Materials.”   Start from the street 
and pick out the things you can see from 
the road. Do trees need trimming to allow 
light to lawn areas or to reduce storm 
damage? Write it down if so. If there is a 
lawn, what needs to happen in what order 
to bring it into the warm season? “I see 
some plants that don’t look happy, do they 
need stuff? Walk around and touch stuff. 
Pull 10 minutes of weeds. Take 10 minutes 
to make sure your equipment is up to par, 
no need getting psyched up to tackle the 

yard this Spring only to find everything is 
broken. If it is broken dispose of it properly 
or repair it. Spend a little time every 
day without wearing yourself out. It’ll be 
good for you. This goes for just about 
anything in life. Want to be physically fit 
but don’t have the time or energy for major 
workouts? Do a set of push ups here and 
there. Stretch and do light exercises at 
random times throughout the day. Your 
body is your “Flock,” so tend to it. Find 
yourself time to meditate and work on your 
Mental health, (currently harder than the 
physical for me.) Our work and business 

is our “Flock,” Tend to it. And children are 
most certainly your “Flock.” 

Just like the watchful shepherd, keeping 
a watchful eye and make a little adjustment 
here and there through each and every day.

Enjoy Your March and be good to each 
other!

Charlie Stonecypher is the owner  
of Suncoast Irrigation and Landscaping. 
They specialize in products that work  

smart without wasting resources.  Contact 
him at (843) 327-8642 or email  

suncoastirrigation@gmail.com.

Tending The Flockoutstanding
      In His 
            Field

      BY CHARLIE 
      STONECYPHER

Driving through the morning fog, back 
onto Folly Island a few Sundays ago, 
I noticed hundreds of ghost-like orbs 
distributed among the top third of the 
spartina grass. These orbs were spider 
webs. Tiny water beads from the fog 
had condensed on existing spider webs, 
making normally-invisible webs visible. 

I’ve seen spindly-legged, long-body 
spiders on the boat from time to time, 
but never considered that these spiders 
actually lived in the marsh. I figured 
they’d quickly perish, removed from their 
perceived habitat, if they lost their grip 
and fell into the tidal creek. Turns out they 
do just fine, mostly. 

The marsh hosts a largely invisible and 
diverse ecosystem, much of which falls 
within the Linnaean phylum Arthropoda. 
Consider for a minute how many different 
types of exoskeleton-sheathed arthropods 
live in the marsh. Blue crabs and China-
back fiddler crabs come to mind. We 
also find mud crabs, squarebacks, and 
stone crabs. White and brown shrimp, 
both with exoskeletons, are arthropods. 

So are spiders and insects.
Several species of spiders live in the 

marsh. Some weave webs and some 
forage for prey. Other species fold leaves 
together into traps. Larger spider species 
sometimes eat members of smaller 
species. Adults often eat juveniles of 
their own species. Larger juveniles even 
eat the smaller juveniles. 

Rising tides prompt some spiders to 
escape the water by crawling toward the 
top of the thin spartina blades, exposing 
them to birds, wasps, and other spider 
predators. Other spiders choose to 
submerge as the tide rises over them. All 
have some defense or escape mechanism.  

Spider eggs, often laid under decaying 
plant matter, can dislodge and float with 
the tide, thus distributing the gene pool. A 
similar gene pool distribution occurs with 
several varieties of marsh-inhabiting leaf-
hopper insects, the main food-source of 
the orb-weaving marsh spiders.

Spider abundance correlates with leaf-
hopper insect abundance. More food 
means more spiders. Less food means less 
spiders. Predation also influences spider 
numbers. When the marsh refoliates with 
new-growth spartina in the spring, and 
perigean tides wash away much of the 

winter’s detritus, spiders lose some cover. 
This exposure to predators, including 
other spiders, results in a seasonal crash 
in spider abundance. 

L. R. Pomeroy and R. G. Wiegert, editors 
of The Ecology of a Saltmarsh, found that 
spider abundance increased in late winter 
during a Sapelo Island, GA marsh study. 

Maybe this is why I saw so many webs 
recently on that foggy February morning.

Captain Anton DuMars, a coastal 
geologist and long-time Folly Beach 

resident. Contact Anton at  
sailspartina@gmail.com

Salt 
marsh 

DIARIES 
BY CAPTAIN
ANTON DUMARS
OF SPARTINA SAILING
ADVENTURES

A Tangled Web
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A Tangled Web  SUDOKU

 TRIVIA BY GREY MATTER GAMES

FOLLY CURRENT CROSSWORD

ACROSS
1. Canvas
5. Among
9. Large
13. “What a shame!”
14. Relating to audible
sound
16. Nights before
17. Delicate
18. Sack
19. Focusing glass
20. Construct
22. Excite pleasurably
24. Dull explosive noise
26. Loose fitting cloak
27. Impassive
30. Rattle
33. Chortled
35. Coral island
37. Arrive (abbrev.)
38. Enlighten
41. 52 in Roman numerals
42. Autocratic
45. Bounces
48. Deaden
51. Luxurious
52. Loudly
54. Catch
55. Favored

59. Jackets and trousers
62. Unit of bread
63. Radiant
65. Exposed
66. Nobleman
67. Embankment
68. Ear-related
69. Backside
70. A musical pause
71. Retained 

DOWN
1. Story
2. Winglike
3. Circuit
4. Clairvoyant
5. Venomous snake
6. Debatable
7. A northern people
8. An authoritative
declaration
9. Vixen
10. Eye layer
11. Lady’s escort
12. Anagram of “Sees”
15. Fine dinnerware
21. Fit snugly into
23. Former Italian currency
25. Storm
27. It forms on a wound

28. Pulsate
29. Directed
31. Resembling a college
32. Extraterrestrial
34. Accomplished
36. Enumerate
39. To and ___
40. Puppy sounds
43. Type of horse bit
44. Christmas season
46. Backside
47. Antelope
49. Virtuous
50. Ground beef patty
53. Look closely
55. Urgent request
56. Lion sound
57. Hearing organs
58. Accomplishes
60. Journey
61. Religious offshoot
64. Damp

1 . SPORTS
Who is the only other NFL quarterback besides Patrick Mahomes to win a 
Super Bowl MVP award before turning 25?  

2 . FAMOUS PLACES
In what country will you find the largest pyramid known to exist in the world 
today? 

3 . DRUGS
According to the CDC, what state has the highest drug overdoses per 100,000 
people? 

4 . U .S . PRESIDENTS
George Washington was elected the first President of the United States. Who 
was elected the first Vice-President?

5 . MOVIES
In 1937 Disney released its very first full-length animated film. What was that 
movie?

6 . TRAVEL
In what country will you find 82 of the 100 busiest train stations in the world?

7 . MUSIC
According to a Billboard poll, which artist’s Super Bowl Halftime show did 
almost 40% of respondents vote as their favorite of the past ten years?

8 . LAW & ORDER
What is the name of the Judge who presided over the 1995 O.J. Simpson 
criminal trial?

9 . ADVERTISING
What tagline that debuted in the ’90s is the most remembered slogan in 
beverage advertising history according to Adweek research?

10 . BEER
Ahead of the United States, which is #2, what country is the biggest hop 
producer in the world?  
onth, what rapper will be part of the 2020 class of the Rock ’n’ Roll Hall of 
Fame. 

PUZZLE 
SOLUTIONS  

ON PAGE 23
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Here’s to patio dining
Here’s to patio dining

843.795.8400 915  |  Folly Rd. James Island  |  www.eatatmondos.com

Download the Free
 VisitFolly app

VISITFOLLY.COM
is  your guide to...

        ...and discover the

EATPLAY
Stay

          FOLLY FEELING

explore

W
armer weather is arriving in the 
Lowcountry and we’ve already seen 
a few days in the 70s. As the water 

temperature rises, trout and redfish will 
become more active. For all of you eager to 
get out on the water, the time has come!

Albeit starting to break up, redfish will still 
be in huge wintertime schools where you can 
easily find 50-100 fish in closely knit pods. To 
be successful, anglers will often have to be 
patient and fish bait on the bottom. Casting 
anything on these schools can send them 
fleeing! I’ll alternate between cracked blue 
crab, mud minnows and cut mullet on a size 
#3/0 circle hook. Set the drag lightly, leave 
your rod in the holder and let the fish set 
themselves.

It depends on the year as to when trout 
reappear. However, it has been so warm over 
the last few months, the trout bite is already 
in full swing. Popping corks cast over oyster 
beds and along grass banks will be a good bet 
paired when with mud minnows. I usually use 
a 24” leader and a size #1 circle hook. When 
working the popping cork, always try to keep 
slack out of your line and when that cork drops 

just reel tight to set the hook. Again, the circle 
hook will do most of the work for you.

This a prime time of year for fly fishing. 
Sight fishing abounds and stalking a school 
of a hundred plus fish is so exciting it can be 
nerve racking! Smaller flies in darker colors 
are working best and a black wiggler fly would 
be a good bet. Remember when the fish hits, 
resist the temptation to lift your rod tip and 
strip strike instead. 

See you on the water!  

For over a decade, Capt. Geoff Bennett 
has operated Charleston Charter Fishing 
providing light tackle charters. Clients 

choose from a full menu of artificial and 
live bait fishing options with charters 

tailored to their desires. USCG licensed 
and insured, Capt. Bennett is committed 

to providing a safe and enjoyable charter 
to anglers of all skill levels and ages. For 

more information, call Capt. Bennett at 
843-324-3332, visit his website at www.

charlestoncharterfishing.com or email him at 
captain@charlestoncharterfishing.com.

Time To Get Back 
on the Water

THE WATER IS WARMING, WHICH MEANS ITS TIME 
TO GET READY TO CATCH SOME FISH BY CAPTAIN GEOFF BENNETT

FOLLY
      FISHING 

  REPORT



M A R C H  2 02 0T h e  F o l ly C u r r e n t 23COMMUNITY

ARTS & 
CRAFTS  
Arts & Crafts Guild Meeting    
Meets on the 1st Tuesday of 
every month at 6:30 pm. 
Exhibiting Membership $35, 
Associate Membership $20.   
Folly Beach Community Cen-
ter, 55 Center St. 588-2001. 

Folly’s Art and Craft Village 
Sundays 12-4pm and 
Wednesdays 5-9pm. Held at 
The Washout, 41 Center St. 

CLUBS & SUPPORT GROUPS   

Civic Club 
Meets the 3rd Tuesday of the 
month at 7pm. Community 
Center, 55 Center St. For more 
information, contact Regina 
Anderson 633-0200. 

Exchange Club 
Meeting is the 1st Thurs-
day of each month. Dinner 
program is the 3rd Thursday 
of each month. 
Contact May Holmes at 588-
9238.  

Folly Association of Busi-
ness 
Business meeting open for 
all Folly Beach business 
owners. Meets the 2nd 

Thursday of each month at 
6:30pm. For more information, 
email secretary4FAB@gmail.
com. Tides Hotel, conference 
room, 1 Center Street. 

Folly Green Team 
Meets the 1st Thursday of 
every month at 6pm in the 
Community Center. For more 
info, contact Teresa Marshall 
(728) 543-4670 or teresa.
marshall56@hotmail.com. 

Home & Garden Club  
Meets on the 4th Tuesday of 
every month at 12pm. Folly 
Beach Community Center. 55 
Center St. For more info, call 
588-0093.  

Men’s Club Breakfast    
Meets on the 4th Sunday of 
each month at 10am. The 
cost of the buffet, featuring 
pancakes, scrambled eggs, 
grits, bacon, sausage, bis-
cuits, gravy and fruit salad. 
$6 per person. Our Lady of 
Good Counsel, 105 W. Hudson 
Ave. For more information, 
call 588-2336.

Men’s Club of Our Lady of 
Good Counsel 
This month meets on March 
19 at 6pm for a light meal 
and fellowship. Meeting at 
6:30pm.

Our Lady of Good Counsel, 
Father Kelly Parish Hall, 105 
W. Hudson Ave. For more 
information, call 588-2336.  

Recovery in Christ    
Biblically based; seeks God 
concerning our habits, hurts, 
& hang-ups. Meets Thurs-
days at 6 pm.  
Folly Beach Baptist Church, 
77 Center St.    

Save the Light    
Meets the 1st Wednesday at 
7pm every month. For more 
information, call: 633-0099.  

Senior Citizens Club 
55 and over are invited. 
Meets the 1st Thursday of 
each month at 11am. Contact 
Pauline Ray at 
588-9580.   

Women’s Guild
Meets the 1st Tuesday of the 
month at 7 pm.  
Our Lady of Good Counsel, 
Father Kelly Hall, 106 E. Erie 
Ave. 588-2336. 

EVENTS
Pet Helpers “Shuck Your 
Paws Off Oyster Roast”. Sun-
day, March 15th from 2-6pm 
at the Washout 41 Center St. 
All you can eat oysters, hot 

dogs, and chili and live music 
with DJINSain. Tickets are 
$25 in advance through the 
website www.pethelpers.org 
or $30 at the door. 

Yard Sale by the Exchange 
Club on Saturday, Mar. 28 
at The Hut 206 West Indian 
Ave. The entire community 
has donated thousands of 
dollars worth of valuable 
items. Contact Billy Grooms 
at 704-516-2849 if you have 
donations. Money raised will 
provide support and advoca-
cy to abused and neglected 
children through HALOS and 
the Dee Norton Center. 

FAMILY 
FRIENDLY  
Family Movie Night  
Held the 4th Sunday of the 
month at 5 pm.  
Folly Beach Baptist Church, 
77 Center St. 588-9414.

Family Storytime (all ages) . 
Monday, March 2, 9, 16, & 
23 at 10:30 am. Folly Beach 
County Library, 55 Center St. 

Folly Beach Farmer’s Market 
Folly Beach Farmers Market 
is held every Monday from 
4-8pm. www.follybeachfarm-
ersmarket.org

Natural Gardening Series . 
Join the library for a natural 
gardening presentation by 
Dr. Linda Geronilla and learn 
about 50 pollinator plants to 
keep the food supply safe. 
Learn about native bees and 
butterflies. Learn to plant the 
right kinds of trees, shrubs, 
grasses, flowers, and herbs 
to ensure their survival and 
ours. Friday, March 6, 13, & 
27 from 10:30-11:30am. Folly 
Beach County Library, 55 
Center St. 

Saturday STEM Play 
Get creative during a fun, 
STEM-themed activity. Satur-
day, March 14 from 10am-
1pm. Folly Beach County 
Library, 55 Center St. 

HEALTH & WELLNESS    

Beach Yoga    
Check with Serenity Tree 
Yoga and Folly Beach Island 
Yoga for weekly schedule.    

Christian Meditation    
Meets every Monday at 8 am.  
Our Lady of Good Counsel, 
106 E. Erie Ave. 588-2336. 

Folly Beach Community Yoga
Tuesdays from 10-11am and 
Thursdays 10-11am.  
Fee: Folly residents $5; 
non-residents $10. Contact 
Jennifer at Follybeachcom-
munityyoga@gmail.com
Folly River Park or in the 
Community Center during 
inclement weather. 

Oceananda Yoga
Classes held at Malama 
Massage Therapy. Oceanan-
daYoga@gmail.com or (704) 
779-8451. 

Open Water Swimming Meet 
Up 
9am every Sunday. Meet at 
the Pier next to the showers. 

Yoga Unplugged by CPRC 
Mondays and Wednesdays 
5:45-6:45pm 
Live acoustic music; open to 
all levels. 
Meets at Folly Beach County 
Park
Fee: $10/$8 CCR Discount/ 
Free Move IT Pass Holder. 

OUTDOOR
Charleston County Parks 
offers a variety of summer 
camps and courses includ-
ing lifeguard classes, SUP, 

surfing, kayaking, and more 
at the Folly Beach County 
Park and Lighthouse Inlet 
Preserve. www.charleston-
countyparks.com for more 
info. 

Lighthouse Inlet Bird Walk 
Discover the diverse north-
east end of Folly Island. Fri-
day, Mar. 13 8:30-10:30am. $7. 
Ages 12 and up. Meets at the 
entrance of the Lighthouse 
Inlet Heritage Preserve. 
www.charlestoncountyparks.
com for more info. 

RELIGIOUS 

Christian Meditation Group 
Meets every Monday at 
8:30am. Father Kelly Hall, 105 
West Hudson Ave. 
 
Faith Formation    
Meets every Wednesday at 7 
pm.  Our Lady of Good Coun-
sel, 106 E. Erie Ave. 588-2336.

Girlfriends Bible Study  
Meets every Tuesday at 
9:30am & 6:30pm.  
Folly Beach Baptist Church, 
77 Center St. 588-9414.

Mary’s Rosary Guild    
Meets the 1st & 3rd Fridays 
at 10am.  
Our Lady of Good Counsel, 
106 E. Erie Ave. 588-2336.

Men’s Bible Study    
Meets Mondays at 7pm    
Folly Beach Baptist Church, 
77 Center St. 588-9414.

Soup Ministry    
Every Monday at 12pm Meets 
in the Fellowship Hall. 
Folly Beach Baptist Church, 
77 Center St. 588-9414.

Women’s Bible Study    
Meets on Tuesdays at 9:30 
am & 6:30 pm.  
Folly Beach Baptist Church. 
77 Center St. 588-9414.

Community Billboard
The Folly Current Community Billboard is a Free listing for events 

happening on Folly Beach.

Please submit all happenings to info@follycurrent.com  
by the 21st of the month in order to be included in  

the next issue of The Folly Current. 

CROSSWORD  
SOLUTION

1 . Tom Brady
2 . Mexico — The Great 
Pyramid of Cholula
3 . West Virginia
4 . John Adams
5 . Snow White & The Seven 
Dwarfs 
6 . Japan 
7 . Lady Gaga’s
8 . Judge Lance Ito 
9 . “Got Milk?”
10 . Germany

SUDOKU  
SOLUTIONS

TRIVIA 
ANSWERS

COMMUNITY




